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Present states of distribution, processing, and sales of Japanese boxwood (Buxus microphylla) and
Mulberry tree (Morus bombycis) harvested on Mikura-jima Island
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Abstract: Japanese boxwood (Buxus microphylla) and Mulberry tree (Morus bombycis) harvested on Mikura-jima
Island, which are transported to the main island of Japan, are considered as rare, high-quality materials used for
manufacturing craft products and cabinets. However, the volume of harvested trees has been declining in recent
years. This study aimed to clarify the present states of distribution, processing, and sales of Japanese boxwood
and Mulberry tree produced on Mikura-jima Island. The annual harvest of Japanese boxwood on this island is
estimated to be 5—6 tons, of which 3—4 tons is purchased by the local government of Mikura-jima village and sold
to manufacturers or traders on the main island after rough processing. The remaining 2 tons is sold directly by
loggers to manufacturers on the main island. Tokyo has many buyers of Japanese boxwood, but a processor of
shogi pieces in Tendo-city, Yamagata Prefecture is currently the largest consumer. This processor provides shogi
pieces to “furusato nozei” (hometown tax) donors as a return gift. Because this gift is highly popular, the demand
for Japanese boxwood by this processor has drastically increased. On the other hand, the annual harvest of
Mulberry tree has remarkably declined, and the stock is insufficient to fulfil new orders. It is expected that the
instability in the Mulberry tree supply will continue, making the tree rarer.
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Fig.1
boxwood and Mulberry tree harvested on Mikura-jima
Island

BRI 25 - 7 UM OEEROHER

Changes in production volume of Japanese

I HFEOBER L HE

AHFFED B BNTHIBRE (BT DY 7 - 7 UM OAEDR
P KON ARG OITAE O EhiA) 4 LR E ~O M = B Y 3
ENLHLNCT L ETHD, AL FLEOFEREIZS
WL, BB S, SRS FTE ¥ v & — (M
T, EELCF—) BIOMERE A Kicxtd 5 2016 4
6 HEMOMEEY HENSHOSINTT D, T EHRGE
DFEEEIZHONWTIL, EER L Z—DBRN 2T T-11E
BRH TN OFHERRYE B ph)L, RN LRXNO L5HE
F53 C K, BLUFRREA/NED IEIZRT 25 2016 4 7
AB IO A FEOB B RE» LI BT 5,
M #5E

1. &£E V7 OEMKTIEROFIT Lo THIFRH)
LEEIZERD LTVt wbihg (6), ¥ 7tk 1R
EREAIIARI 22 5, R (1979) X 70~100ha 2
FELHEIIL TS (4), 205 LETEENTY FERED
Hls & 720 CND DN, BTG HER R O AT A H T
1920 FEARENTHEMR ST A TR TH 5, R 71X
TR SV TA B4 90 LTk, A& LTt

14

IRERE (D7 b 10em BB ICE TRE LTV
BHEIX 7 ~8mTHRMALTRY, TOHI>LHMERLD
L AmBEETTH S, KD OII{ERIFC 1 AR
T 100~150kg I EH DA, £ H Highh s LCHAT
X BEV A 80kg IZETH B,

DT NI DEFEMIZHOWTIE, HibkE F4T
L7z 20 ¥ E Y OIERKE RN BB LT
RFET 2R 2T 5, ARG RN LY FORA%
FE1 AN 2 32 T EREEEZ RO THA LT
2, FRERIOEARIL 2012 42 2.9 b, 2013 4R/ 4.0
ki, 2014 46 3.8 b, 2015 £ERE 4.2 R ThoT,
RIBPESERERGRIC JauE, BIFE 20 EFRREED D FUK &
AT D0, ZOHHEGTHEY HLTWDHDOIE 10 #E
EThHbd WD, TOMOFITHIERS, £13kibo
A R AL T\ 5,

T ORI L > TRO BN TRY, #
—20LBVTHD, VIRAOMZ L DMARIT 1 #F
ICOEEM 150kg ETERD LN TS, TDT=®, %
<f%1H%t@$ﬁ1wq5ﬁm&ﬁ@ﬂﬁfbﬁﬁ
59, %< DFEFIT & > TIFTHBIAGILA &\ 9 frfE IS
EE 5,

#—1. BRSO TR« 7 UM OFARGEAS
Table.1 Price of logs of Japanese boxwood and

Mulberry tree purchased by Mikura-jima village office
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