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Abstract: An epizootic by an entomopathogenic fungus was observed on a soft scale insect (Pulvinaria aurantii)
inhabiting on both leaves and twigs of Pittosporum tobira which was undergrowth of pine plantation (Pinus thunbergii) for
windbreak in the beach of Futtsu city, Chiba prefecture. The host insects were fully covered with white mycelia. Cadavers on
leaves showed radial outgrowth of hyphae from the bodies. Obovoidal sympodioconidia were produced when the cadavers
were removed from the twigs and were kept in moisture chambers. This suggests that the cadavers have a role of sclerotia

and contributing for next infection by producing conidia under humid condition. Isolates showed maximum growth at 25°C,

and production of hyphal bodies in Sabouraud sucrose liquid medium at 25°C, 24-hour dark condition.
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Fig.1. A cadaver on a leaf. Hyphal extension from the body is visible. Scale 2mm, Fig.2. Cadavers on a twig without external

hyphal extension. Scale 2mm.
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Fig. 3-7. SEM images of surface of cadavers before and after incubation under moisten condition. Fig. 3. Entire image of a cadaver
before incubation. Fig. 4. Three days after incubation. 3 and 4. Photographed at x50. Scale bars 200pm. 5. Surface image of a
cadaver before incubation. 6. Three days after incubation. 5 and 6. Photographed at x1000. Scale bars 10um. 7. A sympodula and
conidia. Photographed at x5000. Scale bar Spm.
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Fig. 8. Growth temperature test on fungal strains from scale insects
2012-7, 15, 16: specimen number
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