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Abstract: This research aims to find the factors why successful civic groups can continue their conservation activities of
suburban “satoyama” forests. Focal point of the research is their relationship with local residents. The research was carried
out in Shishitsuka forest, Tsuchiura City, Ibaraki Prefecture. The civic group, Shishitsuka’s Nature and History Society, has
been working in the area for more than twenty years. Most of its members are not local residents. Therefore, the members
have tried to interact with local residents to understand their traditional way of livelihood. Conservation activities have been
carried out successfully with the cooperation of local residents. Since ten years the launch of the group’s activities, area for
conservation activities has increased as more landowners have agreed to use their lands for the group’s activities. As a result,
the group has established a close relationship with local residents. The author concludes that one of the factors of the group’s
continuity comes from their close relationship with local residents.
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Fig.1 Relationship between the group and local residents
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Table2. Chronological table of conservation activities
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