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Abstract : Iriai (communal) forests are no longer used for self-sufficient materials. Additionally, some rural areas have
become depopulated along the fringes of the community and others have been urbanized in the central area. This study
analyzed Iriai rights, especially as the basis for community membership for new arrivals as opposed to established Iriai
rights-holders in relation to the profit-sharing reforestation on the Shiki property ward in Reihoku Town, Kumamoto
Prefecture. Currently, there are three common responses to new community members. In the first case, established Iriai
rights-holders do not accept new arrivals as members of the Iriai group, because of which members of the established Iriai
rights-holders group separate themselves from the entire community. In the second case, Iriai rights-holders accept new
arrivals as members of the Iriai group. In the third case, Iriai rights-holders accept new arrivals as members of the Iriai group
but define the rights differently for each of those two categories.
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Table 1 Rights and management of the profit-sharing afforestation on Shiki property ward
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