X B ZRMRATSE  66-2(2015)

RROBTERRICEVTHELIFHEBRER~ASIY S84

How to promote public citizens’ participation in forest work
in urban and suburban forests in Tokyo
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Abstract: Recently, many members of the general public have wanted to participate in forest work. In this study, we analyzed a
mechanism to allow people who don’t own forest land to engage in forest work. The targets of this study were small-scale forests
which remain in urbanized areas in Tokyo. According to the literature, there is demand for urban and suburban forests as places to
experience nature because they are easily accessible, and these forests are considered to be green spaces, whose use is restricted
under the “City Planning Act”, “Urban Park Act”, and “Urban Green Space Conservation Act”. In these forests, logging is
restricted. So it was assumed that forest work by the general public would be restricted to these forests. Next, we examined two
cases of urban park management which included participation by the general public by administering a fact-finding survey to park
managers of Tokyo Noyamakita-Rokudoyama Park and Hachioji Nagaike Park. As a result, forest work by the general public was
incorporated into some park management activities. There were two ways to participate in forest work: 1) registering as volunteer
work groups for “Satoyama” management, and 2) park managers holding enjoyable events related to forest work. The results
indicated that some mechanism would be necessary to get the general public to participate in forest work. One point for future
study is to analyze other cases in order to consider how to achieve appropriate forest management in abandoned suburban forests
through public participation.
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