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Actual conditions of suburban forest management by citizens

- 16 examples in the Tama area of Tokyo -
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Abstract: Most suburban forests have become increasingly isolated and reduced in size as urbanization progresses. Research
examples of the forest management by public administrators include studies on suburban forest management, whereas the actual
conditions of such recent management by citizens remain unknown. We have been studying the management and utilization status
of suburban forests in city parks, green conservation areas, school forests, and elsewhere. Our study revealed that citizen
participation in designated administrator work, Adopt-a-Park programs, and volunteering greatly motivated conventional
use-centered citizens to join suburban forest management. The objective of this study is to clarify the actual conditions of
suburban forest management by citizens. Accordingly, questionnaire surveys conducted on examples in the Tama area of Tokyo
have elucidated the following issues: (1) wide-ranging activities including biological surveys, planting, weeding, and felling being
undertaken without any concern for efficiency; (2) leaders and concrete judgment criteria not always being in place; (3) significant
variations in the quality of biological condition-grasping surveys.
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