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Present states of processing and sales of Japanese boxwood (Buxus microphylla) harvested on Satsuma
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Abstract: Japanese boxwood (Buxus microphylla) harvested on Satsuma Peninsula in Kagoshima Prefecture has been used to
manufacture name seals or combs and has achieved high reputation because of its hardness and fine grain size. However, the use of
substitute materials, such as plastics, for Japanese boxwood has increased in recent years. This study aimed to clarify the present
status of processing and sales of Japanese boxwood harvested on Satsuma Peninsula. The government of Kagoshima Prefecture has
reported that the annual production of Japanese boxwood harvested in Kagoshima Prefecture is approximately 30—40 tons. However,
interview survey of the primary processor of Japanese boxwood revealed that the annual production of Japanese boxwood is
approximately 140 tons. Japanese boxwood trees are generally planted in the yards of farmhouses or on the edges of farmland and
are expected to bring supplementary income for their owners. In general, brokers buy Japanese boxwood trees from the owners and
sell to the primary processors. However, the number of such brokers has been decreasing in recent years. Interview survey of the
name seal processor and the comb processor, which are major consumers of Japanese boxwood harvested on Satsuma Peninsula,
revealed that the competition with other substitute material has slightly decreased the demand for Japanese boxwood and has
increased the demand for high quality.
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Table.1 Standard prices of Japanese boxwood harvested

on Satsuma Peninsula
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Table 2 Features of Japanese boxwood harvested on Satsuma Peninsula
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