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Procurement of Kiri (Paulownia) logs by processors in north Kanto region
Wataru TANAKA

Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute 1

Abstract: Kiri (Paulownia) log processors, located in north Kantd, used to procure logs within the Kantd region. However, in recent
years, they have begun procuring them from the T6hoku region. This study focuses on clarifying the present situation of their log
procurement. This was achieved through data analysis on the Akita Paulownia auction market and through interviews with
Paulownia log processors who worked in the market in north Kantd. The sales volume of the auction market has decreased since
2000. As a result, the organizers decided that the Akita Paulownia auction market would be suspended indefinitely 2019 onward.
Every log processor has experienced changing sources of log supply. Many of these log processors have moved from the north
Kantd region to the Tohoku region. Their intention was to step up negotiated transactions with other log producers to procure enough
logs in the following years.
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Fig.1 Trend of production volume of Paulownia in north
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Fig.2 Change in production volume of Paulownia wood
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Table.1 Features of Paulownia log processors in north Kanto
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