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The function and necessity of forest owner cooperatives’
district committee members in Japan’s Kanto region
Keitaro SASADA' , Nobuyuki TSUZUKI!
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Abstract: In this study, we focus on the district committee members of forest owner cooperatives. These individuals play a role in
connecting forestry owner cooperatives and the members. We analyzed the results of questionnaires that targeted the Kanto region
to clarify regional characteristics. Approximately 40% of all responding cooperatives, 60% of the Kanto region, and more than
90% of the cooperatives in the Gunma and Tochigi prefectures had district committee members. The Kanto region’s percentage of
cooperatives with district committee members was higher than the national average. Here, most of the activities performed by district
committee member were related to information distribution, and there were few cases of abolition or reorganized compared to other
regions in Japan. On the other hand, there were many issues such as the absence of bearers and declining interest to forests among
forest owner cooperatives members. The communication problems with members and the need for communication are considered
to be two of the reasons for the high rate of cooperatives with district committee members in the Kanto region.
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Table.l Establishment of District Committee Members
H xS % & HEXR
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(2002) 2019
2F (2002) (1,174) (757) (361) (47.7%) 41.3%
2019 615 458 189
B (2002) (123) (72 (41) (56 9%) 77.1%
2019 50 35
jeBE 2019 79 59
it 2019 88 64
il 2019 40 32
i 2019 49 38
ek 2019 36 29
T 2019 85 66
HE 2019 55 46
U 2019 52 38

Fu 2019 76 50

15 (25.6%) 25.4%
33 (69.8%) 51.6%
18 (50.0%) 47.4%
12 (62.3%) 41.4%
19 (59.6%) 59.4%
16 (32.6%) 24.2%
23 (51.5%) 50.0%
10 (38.1%) 26.3%
16 (41.0%) 32.0%
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Table.2 Activities of District Committee Members
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Fig.1 Evaluation of the Role and Future Needs of District Committee Members.
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Table.3 Issues Related to the District Committee Member
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