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Life of Kyohei Suzuki and the trends in the charcoal trader organizations in Gunma Prefecture
during the charcoal control period (1937-1950)
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Abstract: The purpose of this study was to follow the life of Kyohei Suzuki (1898-1966), who was a charcoal trader and a politician
later after the WWII, for the purpose of understanding the trends of charcoal trader organizations in Gunma Prefecture during the
charcoal control period (1937-1950). In 1919, he took over the management of his father’s wholesale store and became a charcoal
wholesaler. In 1935, he became chairman of Gunma Prefecture Charcoal Federation, promoting the movement against industrial
associations, which means he took the position of opposition to the government policy. During the war, he was appointed as the
representative of both the charcoal control organization in the Prefecture and the commercial department in Maebashi City, and
worked for the charcoal control there. After the WWII, he entered politics with the support of the charcoal business, while appointed
to the main position of the charcoal cooperative that took over the charcoal control organization established during the war.
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