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The role of forest environmental education facilities based on the program content in Okutama-machi in
Tokyo, Japan
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Abstract: Abstract: Urban areas comprise a decreasing number of opportunities for children to experience nature in their daily
lives. The Tokyo Metropolis encompasses Okutama-machi, which enables inhabitants of urban areas to access forests. This town
includes two forest environmental education facilities: ““Yama-no-furusato-mura” and “Okutama-tomin-no-mori.” This study aimed
to investigate the roles of these facilities by clarifying the contents of their forest environmental education programs. As a result, we
found that the Yama-no-furusato-mura facility offered many children’s programs. Conversely, Okutama-tomin-no-mori had
numerous programs aimed at junior high school students and older, exploring topics such as forestry experience. Therefore, the
Yama-no-furusato-mura facility was considered to catered toward elementary school children, and played an important role as a
first-hand experience opportunity. The Okutama-tomin-no-mori facility was dedicated to full-scale forest and forestry experiences,
and was regarded as providing programs for adolescents and beyond. These results indicate that the two facilities have distinct roles
and are segregated.
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Fig.1 Number of users of the Yama-no-furusato-mura and

the Okutama-tomin-no-mori.
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Fig.2 Number of users of the craft center.
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Fig.3 Number of users of the visitor center.
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Fig.4 Number of users of the Okutama-tomin-no-mori by
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Table.1 Program conducted at the Yama-no-furusato-

mura.
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Table.2 Program conducted at the Okutama-tomin-no-
mori.
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